
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.76103 Underwater salvage and preserve committee; creation; purpose; appointment,
qualifications, and terms of members; vacancy; compensation; appointment, term, and
duties of chairperson; committee as advisory body; functions of committee; limitation.
Sec. 76103. (1) The underwater salvage and preserve committee is created in the department to provide

technical and other advice to the department and the department of history, arts, and libraries with respect to
their responsibilities under this part.

(2) The underwater salvage and preserve committee shall consist of 9 members appointed as follows:
(a) Two individuals appointed by the department who have primary responsibility in the department for

administering this part.
(b) Two individuals appointed by the director of the department of history, arts, and libraries who have

primary responsibility in the department of history, arts, and libraries for administering this part.
(c) Five individuals appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the senate from the general

public. Two of these individuals shall have experience in recreational scuba diving.
(3) An individual appointed to the committee shall serve for a term of 3 years. A vacancy on the committee

shall be filled in the same manner as an original appointment and the term of a member appointed to fill a
vacancy shall be for 3 years. Members of the committee shall serve without compensation, except for their
regular state salary where applicable.

(4) The chairperson of the committee shall alternate between the representatives from the department and
the department of history, arts, and libraries. The chairperson shall be designated by the department or the
director of the department of history, arts, and libraries, whichever is applicable from among his or her
representatives on the committee. The chairperson's term shall run for 12 months, from October 1 through
September 30. The department shall appoint the first chairperson of the committee for a term ending
September 30, 1989. The chairperson shall call meetings as necessary but not less than 4 times per year, set
the agenda for meetings, ensure that adequate minutes are taken, and file an annual report of committee
proceedings with the head of the department of natural resources and the director of the department of history,
arts, and libraries.

(5) The committee is an advisory body and may perform all of the following functions:
(a) Make recommendations with regard to the creation and boundaries of Great Lakes underwater

preserves.
(b) Review applications for underwater salvage permits and make recommendations regarding issuance.
(c) Consider and make recommendations regarding the charging of permit fees and the appropriate use of

revenue generated by those fees.
(d) Consider the need for and the content of rules intended to implement this part and make

recommendations concerning the promulgation of rules.
(e) Consider and make recommendations concerning appropriate legislation.
(f) Consider and make recommendations concerning program operation.
(6) The committee shall not replace or supersede the responsibility or authority of the department of

history, arts, and libraries or the department to carry out their responsibilities under this part.
History: Add. 1995, Act 58, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;Am. 2001, Act 75, Imd. Eff. July 24, 2001.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties relating to promotion of history and the preservation of the state's historical
resources to the department of natural resources, see E.R.O. No. 2009-26, compiled at MCL 399.752.
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